KING LEAR is a play with multiple themes and issues but perhaps the most harrowing is the issue of displacement. The term "displacement" was heavily coined in the late 70's early 80's. but has since been replaced by the word "homeless." It seems to me that "displaced" connotes a person who exists psychologically and emotionally on the periphery of society. It is possible to li ve and work next to a displaced person and never know it. The play addresses this condition on all levels. The "homelessness" of the 90's associates itself with a loss of status and material security and is a true indicator of our dependency upon financial well being. Both Lear and Gloucester. being of the "old order," are "displaced" people who desperately want to be accepted back into the normal order of things yet their enlightenment is inspired from living outside the normal order of society. Edgar daringly sacrifices all security and position to live a life of one who is ''displaced." Through a display of unmatched loyalty. Kent too steps into the unknown. accepting the anguish of "displacement" in order to save his king and master. And so it is, that through this displacement, Lear is brought to a state of self-realization. Perhaps it is only when parents fall from grace, becoming less than Godlike to their children, do they begin to understand themselves and ultimately their own children. The story of Oedipus and his self -realization through blindness is a time-honored theatrical irony. But in life. as in this fiction by Shakespeare, it is important to be aware that we are faced with the issue of "displacement" and homelessness and we should address it and be prompted to find solutions for the future.
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There will be a ten-minute intermission.
